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Double-crested Cormorant
Cormorán Orejudo
Phalacrocorax auritus
28-32 in (71-81 cm)

Peregrine Falcon
Halcón Peregrino 
Falco peregrinus
15-20 in (38-51 cm)

T  he Biosphere Reserve of Sian Ka’an has an area of 1,305,082 acres 
that represents 10% of the state of Quintana Roo. It has a mosaic of 
ecosystems: tropical rainforest, dry tropical forest, tropical low flooded 
forest (tintal), mangrove, marshes, peten vegetation, sand dunes and 
coral reefs. This great diversity of ecosystems is the home of more than 
385 species of marine, coastal, aquatic, tropical and migratory birds.

This quick guide presents the illustrations of 140 species of birds 
common to the Biosphere Reserve of Sian Ka’an, including 10 species 
of cuasiendemic birds. Most illustrations show adult males while some 
depict male and female of the species. Many migratory species appear in 
winter plumage while cuasiendemic species are encircled. The mea-
surement from tip of the bill to end of the tail are given in inches and 
centimeters.

This guide is the result of the partnership of Defenders of Wildlife 
and Teyeliz A.C. with the National Commission of Natural Protected 
Areas, to promote birdwatching in the region to enhance the knowledge 
of the abundant Mexican bird species diversity.

C  on una superficie de 528,148 hectáreas, la Reserva de la Biósfera 
de Sian Ka’an representa el 10% del estado de Quintana Roo con un 
mosaico de ecosistemas: selva mediana, selva baja caducifolia, manglar, 
tintal, marisma, peten, duna costera y arrecife coralino. Esta gran diversi-
dad de ecosistemas es el hogar de más de 385 especies de aves marinas, 
costeras, acuáticas, tropicales y migratorias.

Esta guía rápida presenta ilustraciones de más de 140 especies 
de aves comunes a la zona del Reserva de la Biósfera de Sian Ka’an, 
incluyendo 10 especies cuasiendémicas. La mayoría de las ilustraciones 
son de machos adultos, mientras que algunas muestran a los machos y 
hembras de la especie. Las migratorias aparecen en plumaje de invierno 
y las cuasiendémicas se presentan en un circulo. Las medidas de la punta 
del pico al final de la cola se dan en pulgadas y centímetros.

La guía es el resultado de la alianza entre Defenders of Wildlife y 
Teyeliz, A.C. con la Comisión Nacional de Áreas Naturales Protegidas 
para promover la observación de aves en aras de impulsar el conocimien-
to de la abundante diversidad de aves de México. 
       

El diseño, texto, e ilustraciones son propiedad de Defenders of Wildlife.
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Magnificent Frigatebird 
Fragata Magnífica 
Fregata magnificens 
35-42 in 
(89-107 cm)

Anhinga 
Anhinga Americana
Anhinga anhinga
33-37 in (84-94 cm)

Neotropic Cormorant 
Cormorán Neotropical 
Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
25-27 in (63.5-68.5 cm)

White Ibis 
Ibis Blanco
Eudocimus albus
21-25 in (53.5-63.5 cm)

Brown Pelican 
Pelícano Café 
Pelecanus occidentalis 
44-54 in (112-137 cm)

Great Blue Heron 
Garza Azul Ceniza 
Ardea herodias 
40-50 in 
(101.5-127 cm)

Great Egret 
Garza Grande 
Ardea alba
33-39 in (84-99 cm)

Snowy Egret 
Garza Nivea 
Egretta thula 
19-23 in
(48.5-58.5 cm)

Cattle Egret
Garza Ganadera
Bubulcus ibis
18-21 in
(45.5-53 cm)

Little Blue Heron
Garceta Azul 
Egretta caerulea
20-24 in (51-61 cm)

Bare-throated 
Tiger Heron
Garza Tigre Mexicana 
Tigrisoma mexicanum
28-32 in (71-81 cm)

Yellow-crowned Night Heron
Pedrete Corona-Clara
Nyctanassa violacea
20-23 in (51-58.5 cm)

Boat Billed Heron
Garza Cucharón
Cochlearius cochlearius
18-21 in (45.5-53 cm)

Roseate Spoonbill
Espátula Rosada
Platalea ajaja
28-31 in (71-79 cm)

Wood Stork
Cigüeña Americana
Mycteria americana
35-40 in (89-101.5 cm)

American Coot 
Gallareta Americana 
Fulica americana 
14-16 in (35.5-40.5 cm)

Gray-necked Wood-Rail 
rascón cuello gris 
Aramides cajaneus
15-17 in (38-43 cm)

Laughing Gull 
Gaviota Reidora 
Leucophaeus atricilla
15-17 in (38-43 cm)

Quintana 
Roo

México

U.S.A.

Lesser Yellow-headed 
Vulture
zopilote sabanero
Cathartes burrovianus
22-24 in (56-61 cm)

Plain Chachalaca
Chachalaca Vetula
Ortalis vetula 
16-22 in (40.5-56 cm)

Turkey Vulture 
Zopilote Cabeza Roja 
Cathartes aura 
26-30 in 
(66-76.5 cm)

Black Vulture
Zopilote Negro 
Coragyps atratus
22-26 in (56-66 cm)

Reserve of 
Sian Ka’an

Royal Tern
Charrán Real 
Thalasseus maximus
17-19 in (43-48 cm)

Sandwich Tern
Charrán de Sandwich 
Thalasseus sandvicensis
13.5-14 in (34.5-35.5 cm)

Osprey 
Águila Pescadora 
Pandion haliaetus 
22-26 in (56-66 cm)

Green Heron 
Garza Verde 
Butorides virescens 
15-17 in (38-43 cm)

Black-crowned 
Night-Heron
Pedrete Corona Negra 
Nycticorax nycticorax 
22-25 in (56-63.5 cm)
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Reddish Egret
Garceta Rojiza
Egretta rufescens
26-30 in (66-76.5 cm)

Tricolored Heron
Garceta Tricolor
Egretta tricolor
22-26 in (56-66 cm)

Rufous-necked Wood-Rail
Rascón Cuello Rufo
Aramides axillaris
11.5-12.5 in (29-31.5 cm)

Greater Yellowlegs 
Pata Amarilla Mayor 
Tringa melanoleuca 
11.5-12.5 in (29-31.5 cm)

Least Sandpiper
Playero Chichicuilote
Calidris minutilla
5.2-5.7 in (13.5-14.5 cm)

Sanderling 
Playero Blanco 
Calidris alba 
7-7.5 in (18-19 cm)

Black-bellied Plover
Chorlo Gris
Pluvialis squatarola
10.5-11.5 in (26.5-28 cm)

Spotted Sandpiper 
Playero Alzacolita 
Actitis macularius
6.5-7 in (16.5-18 cm)

Wilson’s Plover 
Chorlito Pico Grueso 
Charadrius wilsonia 
7-7.5 in (18-19 cm)

Semipalmated Plover
Chorlo Semipalmeado
Charadrius semipalmatus
6.5-7 in (16.5-17.5 cm)

Turquoise-browed Motmot
Momoto Ceja Azul
Limnodromus griseus 
13-15 in (33-38 cm)

Least Tern 
Golondrina Marina Menor 
Sternula antillarum 
8-9 in (20.5-23 cm)

Common Black Hawk
Aguililla Negra Menor
Buteogallus anthracinus
18-21 in (45.5-53 cm)

Roadside Hawk
Aguililla Caminera
Ruphornis magnirostris
13-16 in (33-40.5 cm)

Snail Kite
Gavilán Caracolero
Rostrhamus sociabilis
18-20 in (45.5-50.5 cm)

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl
Tecolote Bajeño
Glaucidium brasilianum
6.5-7.5 in (16.5-19 cm)

Ruddy Turnstone 
Vuelve piedras Rojizo 
Arenaria interpres 
8.5-9 in (21.5-23 cm)

Squirrel Cuckoo
Cuclillo Canela
Piaya cayana
16-19.5 in 
(40.5-50 cm)

Groove-billed Ani
Garrapatero Pijuy
Crotophaga 
sulcirostris
12-13.5 in 
(30.5-34.5 cm)

Mangrove 
Cuckoo
Cuclillo Manglero
Coccyzus minor
12-13 in (30.5-33 cm)

Ringed Kingfisher
Martín Pescador de Collar
Megaceryle torquata
15-16 in (30-40.5 cm)

Belted Kingfisher
Martín Pescador Norteño
Megaceryle alcyon
12-13 in (30.5-33 cm)

Red-billed Pigeon
Paloma Morada
Patagioenas flavirostris
12-14 in (30.5-35.5 cm)

White-tipped Dove
Paloma Arroyera 
Leptotila verreauxi
11-12 in (28-30.5 cm)

Caribbean Dove 
paloma caribeña 
Leptotila jamaicensis
11-12 in (28-30.5 cm)

Ruddy Ground-dove 
Tórtola Rojiza 
Columbina talpacoti 
6.5-7 in (16.5-18 cm)

White-winged Dove 
Paloma Ala Blanca 
Zenaida asiatica 
10.5-12 in (26.5-30.5 cm)

Common Ground-dove 
Tórtola Común 
Columbina passerina 
6.2-6.7 in (16-17 cm)

Brown Booby 
Bobo Café 
Sula leucogaster 
27-30 in (68.5-76 cm)
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a Red-winged Blackbird
Tordo Sargento
Agelaius phoenicius
8.5-9.5 in (21.5-24 cm)

Yucatan 
Woodcreeper
Carpintero Yucateco
Melanerpes pygmaeus 
6.5-7 in (16.5-18 cm)

Smoky-brown
Woodpecker
Carpintero Café
Picoides fumigatus
6-6.3 in (15-16 cm)

Golden-fronted 
Woodpecker
Carpintero Cheje
Melanerpes aurifrons
8.5-10 in (21.5-25.5 cm)

Buff-bellied 
Hummingbird
Colibrí Yucateco
Amazilia yucatanensis
3.8-4.3 in (10-11 cm)

Olive-throated 
Parakeet
Perico Pecho Sucio
Eupsittula nana
8.5-9.5 in (21.5-24 cm)

Great-tailed Grackle 
Zanate Mexicano 
Quiscalus mexicanus 
13.5-18.5 in (34.5-47 cm)

White-bellied Emerald
Colibrí Cándido
Amazilia candida
3.5-3.7 in (9-9.5 cm)

Northern 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Golondrina Aliaserrada
Stelgidopteryx serripennis
5-5.5 in (12.5-14 cm)

Long-billed 
Gnatwren
Soterillo Picudo
Ramphocaenus 
melanurus
4.8-5 in (12-12.5 cm)

White-fronted 
Parrot
Loro Frente Blanca
Amazona albifrons
10-11.5 in (25.5-29 cm)

Yellow-lored 
Parrot
Loro Yucateco
Amazona xantholora
10-11 in (25.5-28 cm)

Great Kiskadee
Luis Bienteveo
Pitangus sulphuratus
9-10 in (23-25.5 cm)

Social Flycatcher
Luis Gregario
Myiozetetes similis
6.7-7.2 in (17-18.5 cm)

Mangrove Swallow
Golondrina Manglera
Tachycineta albilinea
4.3-4.7 in (11-12 cm)

Yellow-throated Euphonia
Eufonia Garganta amarilla
Euphonia hirundinacea
4-4.5 in (10-11.5 cm)

American Redstart
Chipe Flameanta
Setophaga ruticilla
4.7-5.2 in (12-13 cm)

Bronzed Cowbird
Tordo Ojo Rojo
Molothrus aeneus
7.5-8.5 in (19-21.5 cm)

Tropical Gnatcatcher
Perlita Tropical
Polioptila plumbea
4-4.2 in (10-11 cm)

Rose-throated Tanager
Tángara Yucateca
Piranga roseogularis
6-6.5 in (15-16.5 cm)

Red-legged
Honeycreeper
Mielero Pata Roja
Cyanerpes cyaneus
4.2-4.7 in (11-12 cm)

Gray-headed Tanager
Tángara Cabeza Gris
Eucometis penicillata
6.5-7 in (16.5-18 cm)

Scrub Euphonia
Eufonia Gorjinegro
Euphonia affinis
3.7-4.2 in (9.5-10.5 cm)

Northern Parula
Parula Norteña
Setophaga americana
4.5-5 in (11.5-12.5 cm)

Black Catbird
Maullador Negro
Melanoptila glabrirostris
7.5-8 in (19-20.5 cm)

Tropical Mockingbird
Centzontle Tropical 
Mimus gilvus
9-10 in (23-25.5 cm)

Indigo Bunting
Colorín Azul
Passerina cyanea
4.8-5.3 in (12-13.5 cm)

White-collared Seedeater
Semillero Collarejo
Sporophila torqueola
4-4.5 in (10-11.5 cm)

Yellow-throated Vireo
Vireo Garganta Amarilla
Vireo flavifrons 
5-5.5 in (13-14 cm)

Yucatan Vireo
Vireo Yucateco
Vireo magister
5.7-7.2 in (14.5-15.5 cm)

Mangrove Vireo
Vireo Manglero
Vireo pallens
4.3-4.7 in (11-12 cm)

Lesser Greenlet
Verdillo Gris
Hylophilus decurtatus
4-4.4 in (10-11 cm)

Louisiana Waterthrush
Chipe Charquero
Parkesia motacilla
5.5-6 in (14-15 cm)

Melodious
Blackbird
Tordo Cantor
Dives dives
9-11.5 in (23-29 cm)

Green-backed Sparrow
Rascador Dorso Verde
Arremonops chloronotus
6-6.3 in (15-16 cm)

Yellow-faced Grassquit
Semillero Oliváceo
Tiaris olivaceus
4.4.3 in (10-11 cm)

Green Jay
Chara Verde
Cyanocorax yncas
10.5-12 in 
(26.5-30.5 cm)

Clay-colored Thrush
Mirlo Pardo
Turdus grayi
9-10.5 in (23-26.5 cm)

White-eyed Vireo
Vireo Ojos Blancos
Vireo griseus
4.3-4.7 in (11-12 cm)

Black and White Warbler 
Chipe Trepador Mexclilla 
Mniotilta varia 
4.5-5 in (11.5-12.5 cm

Northern Cardinal 
Cardenal 
Cardinalis cardinalis 
8-9 in (20.5-23 cm)

Yellow-billed Cacique 
Cacique Pico Claro
Amblycercus holosericeus
8.5-10 in (21.5-25.5 cm)

Altamira Oriole 
Calandria de Altamira 
Icterus gularis 
9-10 in (23-25.5 cm)

Orange Oriole
Calandria Yucateca
Icterus auratus
7-7.5 in (18-19 cm)

Yellow-tailed Oriole
Calandria Cola Amarilla
Icterus mesomelas
8-9.3 in (20.5-23.5 cm)

Yellow-backed Oriole
Calandria Dorso Dorado
Icterus chrysater
8-9.5 in (20.5-24 cm)

Brown Jay 
Chara Papán 
Psilorhinus morio 
15-17 in (38-43 cm)

Yucatan Jay
Chara Yucateca
Cyanocorax yucatanicus
12.5-13.5 in (31.5-34 cm)

Purple Martin
Golondrina Azul-Negra
Progne subis 
7.3-8 in (18.5-20.5 cm)

Vaux’s Swift
Vencejo de Vaux
Chaetura vauxi
4-4.5 in 
(10-11.5 cm)

Cinnamon 
Hummingbird
Colibrí Canelo
Amazilia rutila
4-4.5 in (10-11.5 cm)

Barn Swallow 
Golondrina Ranchera 
Hirundo rustica 
5-5.7 in (12.5-14.5 cm)

Carolina Wren
Chivirín Yucateco
Thryothorus ludovicianus
5-5.5 in (12.5-14 cm)

Eastern 
Wood-Pewee
Pibí Oriental
Contopus Virens
5.3-6 in (13.5. 15 cm)

Tropical Pewee
Pibí Tropical
Contopus cinereus
4.8-5.2 in (12-13 cm)

Yellow-olive
Flycatcher
Mosquero Ojos Blancos
Tolmomyias sulphurescens
5-5.5 in (12.5-14 cm)

Boat-billed Flycatcher
Luis Pico Grueso
Megarynchus pitangua
9-9.5 in (23-24 cm)

Sulphur-bellied 
Flycatcher
Papamoscas 
Vientre Amarillo
Myiodynastes luteiventris
7.5-8.5 in (19-21.5 cm) Yucatan Flycatcher

Papamoscas Yucateco
Myiarchus yucatanensis
7-7.5 in (18-19 cm)

Yellow-bellied Elaenia
Elenia Vientre Amarillo
Elaenia flavogaster
6-6.5 in (15-16.5 cm)

Common Tody-Flycatcher
Espatulilla Amarillo
Todirostrum cinereum
3.7-4 in (9.5-10 cm)

Tropical Kingbird
Tirano Tropical 
Tyrannus melancholichus
7.8-9.3 in (19.5-23.5 cm)

Barred Antshrike
Batará Barrado 
Thamnophilus doliatus
6.5-7 in (16.5-18 cm) Couch’s Kingbird

Tirano Silbador
Tyrannus couchii
8-9.5 in (20.5-24 cm)

Yellow-throated Warbler
Chipe Garganta Amarilla
Setophaga dominica
4.7-5.2 in (12-13 cm)

Black-headedTrogon
Trogón Cabeza Negra
Trogon melanocephalus
10.5-11 in (26.5-28 cm)

Red-eyed Vireo
Vireo Ojo Rojo
Vireo olivaceus
5.5-6 in (14-15 cm)

Magnolia Warbler
Chipe de Magnolia
Setophaga magnolia
4.5-5 in (11.5-12.5 cm)

Gray-throated Chat
Granatelo Yucateco
Granatellus sallaei
5-5.3 in (12.5-13.5 cm)

Prothonotary Warbler
Chipe Dorado
Protonotaria citrea
5-5.5 in (13-14 cm)

Palm Warbler
Chipe Playero
Setophaga palmarum
4.5-5 in (11.5-12.5 cm)

Bananaquit
Reinita Mielera
Coereba flaveola
3.7-4.3 in (9.5-10.5 cm)

Yellow-green Vireo
Vireo Amarillo Verdoso
Vireo flavoviridis
5.5-6 in (14-15 cm)

Common Yellowthroat
Mascarita Común
Geothlypis trichas
4.5-5.2 in (11.5-13.5 cm)

Hooded Warbler
Chipe Encapuchado 
Setophaga citrina
4.8-5.3 in (12-13.5 cm)

Yellow Warbler
Chipe Amarillo 
Setophaga petechia 
4.5-5 in (11.5-12.5 cm)

House Wren
Chivirín Saltapared
Troglodytes aedon
4.5-4.7 in (11.5-12.5 cm)

White-bellied Wren
Chivirín Vientre Blanco
Uropsila leucogastra
3.8-4 in (9.5-10 cm)

Red-crowned Ant-Tanager
Tángara-Hormiguero 
Corona Roja
Habia rubica
6.8-8 in (17-20 cm)

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Picogordo Pecho Rosa 
Pheucticus ludovicianus
7-7.7 in (18-20 cm)

Blue Grosbeak 
Picogordo Azul 
Passerina caerulea 
6.5-7 in (16.5-17.5 cm)

Hooded Oriole 
Calandria Encapuchada 
Icterus cucullatus 
7.3-7.8 in (18.5-20 cm)


